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Abstract 

Education plays a very important role in improving reliable human resources. Through 

education, it is hoped that it can produce the next generation with strong character to receive 

national leadership. Moral education in today's modern era has become a universal social 

phenomenon. Almost all modern societies tend to place moral education as an urgent and 

integral part of their education system. The concept of Islamic education for the morality of each 

individual must pay attention to physical, spiritual, intellectual, and social guidance based on 

Islamic religious laws so that good morality is formed according to Islamic standards, namely 

the Qur’an and Hadits, which benefits all human beings. This study used a descriptive qualitative 

research method. This study aims to discover how the moral education of Islamic boarding 

schools affects individual behavior, education within the scope of Islamic boarding schools, the 

importance of moral education for individuals, and its application. The results of this study are 

that in the Bahrul Ulum Islamic boarding school, moral education is implemented, namely by 

giving lessons or education to children by setting an example with our attitude. Because children 

are great imitators, those of us who are around children daily will be noticed and emulated by 

children. 
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INTRODUCTION 

In this era of increasingly rapid development, education is considered something that 

can be profitable, that is because, with education, we can add a broad insight into various 

conditions and can get worldly affairs from it. However, this life is not merely worldly affairs 

with use value but also a prophetic moral responsibility for divinity.   (S. Abdillah & Nurjanah, 

2022; U. Abdullah & Azis, 2019; M. Abdurrahim et al., 2021; M. Nuha & Musyafa’ah, 2022). 

Education is a conscious and planned effort to create a learning atmosphere and learning process 

so that santri actively develop their potential to have religious and spiritual strength, self-

control, personality, intelligence, noble character and skills needed by themselves, society, 

nation, and state (Abas, 2021; M. B. Abdullah, 2020; A. Abdurrahim, 2021). Education is one 

factor that determines and influences social change. Education is hoped to produce the next 

generation with strong character to receive national leadership. 
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Education occurs through learning or teaching and learning process in schools. Learning 

or teaching and learning processes in which there is the interaction between teachers and santri 

to achieve learning objectives (Abdi, 2020; Y. Asmara & Nindianti, 2019). Teachers have a 

great influence not only on children's educational achievements but also on children's behaviour 

at school and on the behaviours carried out by teachers so that children imitate the habits that 

teachers do. Actions carried out by interacting with people will make behaviour or actions get 

a response, such as if you give something to someone else, the response that that person will 

give is a thank you, meaning that the action or action taken will have an impact on those who 

do it (Muhammad Afthon Ulin Nuha; Nurul Musyafa’ah, 2022; M. Nuha, 2020). Likewise, with 

the development of religious and moral values, children need to cultivate good behaviour traits, 

have good character, and provide benefits for many people (M. Abidin & Aulia, 2019; Amalia 

et al., 2022; Anggraini, 2022; Dini, 2022). 

Moral education in today's modern era has become a universal social phenomenon. 

Almost all modern societies tend to place moral education as an urgent and integral part of their 

education system (Budiatmaja, 2021; Hakim, 2019; Hasanah, 2019). In addition, it should be 

understood that the size of a nation's civilisation can be measured by the level of morality or 

morals of its inhabitants. The morality of each individual is one very essential aspect of life. 

Thus, moral education through Islamic teachings is the main task of Islamic education. 

Therefore, the concept of Islamic education for the morality of each individual must pay 

attention to physical, spiritual, intellectual, and social guidance based on Islamic religious laws, 

so that good morality is formed according to Islamic standards, namely, the Qur'an and hadith 

that benefits all human beings (A. Abdullah & DS, 2021; Darma, 2021; Hadi, 2019). 

According to al-Ghazali, moral education is not an outward act that appears but a 

condition of the soul, which is the source of the birth of naturally easy actions without the need 

for consideration and thought (Aisyah, 2021; Alfiah, 2020; Arroisi & Rahmadi, 2022). From 

this basic concept, judging whether a moral action is good or bad can be seen from its external 

aspect and psychological elements. Therefore, external actions must be seen from the motives 

and purposes for doing them. If the term moral by al-Ghazali is interpreted as a condition or 

state of the soul which is the source of the emergence of actions without thought and effort, 

while soul education is defined as an effort to purify the soul, then moral education, according 

to al-Ghazali means an effort to form human beings who have a pure soul, personality through 

the process of aliyah al-nafs to get closer to God (M. Abidin & Aulia, 2019; Arista, 2019). 
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Moral education in Islamic boarding schools can be considered valuable or effective. In 

this case, the things conveyed in moral education are values that belong to the affective domain 

(Anam, 2019; Muali & Aini, 2019). These affective values include feelings, attitudes, emotions, 

will, beliefs, and awareness. Moral education is an educational program (school and outside 

school) that organises and "simplifies" moral sources and is presented with due regard to 

psychological considerations for educational purposes (M. A. U. Nuha & Musyafa’ah, 2022). 

It is necessary to map educational discourse moral development as a parameter to see the goals 

and orientation of al-Ghazali's moral education. When analysed, the developing moral 

education discourse can at least be mapped into five orientations or tendencies (Agus, 2018; 

Arikewuyo, 2020). 

Moral development for santri requires stages that are designed systematically and 

continuously (Z. Abidin et al., 2021; M. Nuha & Faedurrohman, 2022). As a developing 

individual, santri has the nature of imitating without considering good or bad. Therefore, the 

role of the Kiai as an educator is very much needed in forming morality in santri. Moral 

education should not be judged the same as other subjects. This is because moral education 

involves the development of attitudes, values, habits, behaviour, and habituation (Amalia et al., 

2022; M. A. U. Nuha, 2023). However, the teacher can still observe the character development 

of santri. Revitalisation is an effort to revitalise an area or part of a city that was once vital/lively 

but then suffered a setback/degradation (Anggraheni & Astuti, 2020; Jannah & Rozi, 2021). 

The revitalisation scale has macro and micro levels. Revitalising an area includes improving 

physical, economic, and social aspects. The revitalisation approach must recognise and utilise 

the potential of the environment (history, meaning, location uniqueness, and place image). 

National education aims to educate the life of the nation and develop the Indonesian 

people as a whole (Q. Asmara, 2021; Cipta & Darmawan, 2021). Namely, people who believe 

and are devoted to the Almighty One have a noble character, knowledge, and skills, are 

physically and spiritually healthy, and have a solid personalities. The aspect of education in a 

country is one of the most important things to improve. The reason is that if the education 

system runs well, the country can produce many educated citizens. 

Education in the Era of Globalization According to Ahdar, Globalization is a process of 

forming a system of communication and organisation between people worldwide (Ahdar, 

2019). So, that is one unit of humanity worldwide to communicate, build world civilisation, by 

the times' demands, and open up opportunities for humans to communicate long or near 

distances. At this time, the importance of quality education is increasingly recognised. Islamic 
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education must adapt to the developments and demands of the times. Islamic education has 

presented itself as flexible, responsive, by the times, oriented to the future, balanced, oriented 

to superior quality, fair, democratic, dynamic, and so on (Abdiah, 2019; Z. Abidin, 2019a). This 

research aims to discover how the moral education of Islamic boarding schools affects 

individual behavior, education within the scope of Islamic boarding schools, the importance of 

moral education for individuals, and its application. 

 

METHOD 

This research method uses a qualitative descriptive method because the purpose of this 

research is to find out how Islamic boarding schools' moral education affects individual 

behaviour, education within the scope of Islamic boarding schools, the importance of moral 

education for individuals and its application (Abdussamad, 2022; Aminah, 2019; 

Darmalaksana, 2020). Data was collected through observation, interview, and documentations 

such as journals and books from lecturers in the Basics of Education course and other writers. 

Data analysis was carried out using four stages: collection, filtering, classification, and 

conclusion. 

 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

Education Within the Scope of Islamic Boarding Schools 

Children are human; all nations must protect respect and children's rights; the peace of 

life in carrying out their education must be used as an entry point in positioning children as the 

most important in people's lives. Various measurable policies and programs within the child 

protection framework must be at the forefront of the agenda in providing the best protection for 

children in the educational sphere. Education is a nation's asset. Education characterizes the 

development of national character. Quality education will immediately give birth to the 

progress and civilization of the nation (H. Abdillah, 2022; Abdulatif & Dewi, 2021; M. Nuha, 

2022a). Conversely, poor education will have negative implications for the running of 

government and the availability of intelligent public participation. Once education is so 

important, fulfilling the right to education is a crucial human right in people's lives. 

The concept of Islamic education about children is a conscious effort made by educators 

to santri, which aims to form children into perfect human beings carried out within the family, 

school, and community guided by educational principles and based on Islamic teachings. What 

insan kamil means is a perfect human being, a pious human being, or someone with faith. The 
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education in question is the education of a whole person; integral and integrated education; 

balanced education; universal education; and dynamic education (Z. Abidin, 2019b; Achyar, 

2019; Muhammad Ulin Nuha, 2022). 

Education in Islam and national education have the same goal: to develop good character 

and knowledge in children to be useful in society. Forming good morals and knowledgeable 

children will improve the welfare and development of the nation because children are the hope 

of the nation's future. Knowing how the education system is in pesantren must be preceded by 

general knowledge about the pesantren itself, where pesantren are schools whose basic 

education is Islamic religious education which is far different from state schools so that the 

education system will be much different from other schools (Adriani et al., 2022; Ahmad & 

Humaidi, 2021). 

The word pondok pesantren is a combination of the words pondok and pesantren. 

According to Ahmad, Islamic boarding schools are Islamic religious, educational institutions 

that grow and are recognized around, with a boarding system where santri receive religious 

education through a recitation system or madrasah, which are fully under the sovereignty of 

one or several kyai with unique characteristics (Ahmad, 2018). Charismatic and independent in 

all respects. Islamic boarding schools are an integral part of the broadcast of Islam in Indonesia; 

Malik Ibrahim, known as Sunan Ampel, one of the wali songo, is widely mentioned in history 

as the founder of the first pesantren in the 15th century. At that time, pesantren acquired an 

important function as a centre for Islamic education and broadcasting. He educates many of his 

accommodated santri, and they live together in his house in Gresik. The santri who have 

finished their education return to their respective places of origin and start spreading Islam. 

Among other things, by establishing new Islamic boarding schools (Budiono et al., 2021). 

From the above opinion, it can be concluded that at the beginning of the establishment 

of Islamic boarding schools to educate and broadcast the Islamic religion, and this is still valid 

today even though the currently existing Islamic boarding schools do not only teach about Islam 

but also teach other general education as previously stated. Exist in schools not based on Islamic 

boarding schools, although education in Islamic boarding schools is still dominated by Islamic 

religious education as its original purpose. Islamic boarding schools have a pattern of living 

together among santri, with kyai and mosques as activity centers. This unique educational 

system does not exist in other educational institutions. Another uniqueness found in the 

pesantren education system is regarding the teaching methods as follows (Akbar & Ismail, 

2018): a) Sorogan, the word sorogan comes from Javanese sodoran or proffered means an 
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individual learning system in which a santri faces a teacher, there is an interaction of knowing 

each other between the two. This sorogan system illustrates that the kyai in giving teaching is 

always goal-oriented, always trying so that the santri concerned can read, understand and study 

the book's contents. With the existence of a teaching system with this sorogan, a kyai can 

directly evaluate the abilities of the santri, and the relationship between the santri and the kyai 

is closer; b) Wetonan, the term wetonan is a form of daily routine, but it is carried out at certain 

times. For example, they held every Friday morning prayer, and so on. The kyai reads the book 

at a certain time, and the santri carrying the same book hears and listens to the cleric's reading. 

There are no absence provisions, so santri can come or not. In this teaching system, what is read 

by the clerics cannot be guaranteed to be one hundred percent understood by the santri because 

the kyai's different presentations and the different understandings of the santri are a separate 

obstacle to this system; c) Bandongan, in the bandongan system, it can also be called halaqah, 

in which in teaching, the book read by the kyai brought by the santri is the same, then the santri 

listens and listens to the teacher's reading. 

 

The Importance of Moral Education for Santri Individual Behavior 

According to KBBI, etymologically moral comes from the Latin: "Mores," which is the 

plural form of "mos," which means custom, while in terminology, moral means a term used to 

determine the boundaries of nature, temperament, will, opinions or actions that can be properly 

said to be right, wrong, good, bad. The standard or standard of morality is the view of society 

(Akrim, 2022; Begum, 2021). Education in Indonesia still emphasizes the understanding or the 

transfer of knowledge and ignores the values that must be conveyed to form character. 

Character education is not new; since the Soekarno era, the spirit of character education has 

been applied so that the Indonesian nation becomes a nation with character. Character education 

in Indonesia cannot be separated from the condition of the nation's morality, which is 

experiencing a decline; according to Nudin that the most important root causes of the 

moral/moral crisis are as follows: The moral crisis occurs due to a loose grip on religion which 

causes the loss of self-control from within 1) The moral crisis occurs because the moral 

development carried out by parents, schools, and society is less effective; 2) The moral crisis 

occurs because of the swift flow of materialistic, hedonistic, and secularistic culture; 3) The 

moral crisis occurred because there was no genuine will from the government (Nudin, 2020). 

It must be admitted that educational institutions in Indonesia are more oriented towards 

cognitive intelligence than affection, so character education is given less attention as if character 
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development needs to be integrated with the transformation of knowledge. It is not surprising 

that there are many frauds in the scope of education, both in schools and in tertiary institutions, 

whether it is in the form of smoking, brawls, yelling at and hitting teachers, cheating, stealing 

exam questions, plagiarism, buying grades, or buying degrees. Not to mention talking about the 

moral decay that has occurred in the wider community, there is corruption everywhere; it is as 

if corruption has become a trend and a culture, so officials are competing in it. As a result, the 

people become victims, the rich become richer, and the poor become more miserable (Annisa 

et al., 2020; Arifin, 2019; M. Nuha, 2022b). 

Seeing the nation's moral condition, which is increasingly damaged, comes the 

academic discourse on character education. Awareness of the importance of character creates 

breakthroughs to foster santri in strengthening their morals and morals so that they become the 

next generation of the nation (Agustina, 2020; Amaliati, 2020). Several education experts try 

to formulate concepts about character education. Then it is necessary to internalize value-based 

character education in santri, which can be done through an objective and transparent 

assessment system. This will be useful for cultivating honesty, discipline, and responsibility. 

Morale does not just fade away, but some factors cause moral decline. The factors that 

cause moral decline, namely: 

1) Lack of embedded faith values in individuals; one’s faith is very important. One's faith can 

arise from believing in a religion and the existence of the Almighty. If a person has a 

religion and believes in it wholeheartedly, then there is no need to worry about how that 

person acts and behaves. If faced with happiness or pleasure, then he will find out whether 

it is prohibited or not by God, and he will stay away from all the prohibitions, but it is 

different if someone has low faith then he will be easily tempted by something even though 

this has been prohibited by religion; 

2) Unhealthy environmental influences, the environment is very influential in the formation 

of morals. If the environment is healthy, then he will be kept away from negative things 

that can damage morale, but if the environment is bad and considers bad things to be 

normal, then the person's morale is damaged; 

3) Moral education must be conducted properly in the family, school, and environment. Other 

moral education is not a science but a habit good that is always applied. With so, the role 

of parents, teachers, and people around them greatly affect children's morale. When parents 

are immoral and if they do not educate their children well, then the child is immoral too; if 

an educator or teacher is immoral and does not become an educator well, then the santri 
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will not be moral, and if the people in the environment around rocking or frequently engage 

in unsavoury or immoral behaviour then the child will imitate him too; 

4) The family atmosphere could be better. A harmonious family greatly determines their 

children's morale because a child will get enough love and attention from parents, and 

parents' upbringing towards their children is also good. If a child does not get it all, then a 

child will seek the attention of his parents by acting negatively and seeking affection from 

other things, and not rarely will it be bad for the child; 

5) The introduction of illegal drugs and anti-pregnancy devices, if a child is familiar with 

illegal drugs, then the child can. Do negative things that harm yourself or others. And 

children start to have free sex at this time because they already know the tools can avoid 

pregnancy, so the children are not worried about the risks the pregnancy she will get; 

6) The number of writings, pictures, and art shows who needs to heed the values and moral 

guidance (Muhammad Afthon Ulin Nuha; Nurul Musyafa’ah, 2022). This has a very bad 

impact on children because what they read, hear, and see will greatly affect their morale; 

7) Lack of guidance to fill free time with good things leads to moral formation. Filling free 

time with positive things is very good, but if the child lacks guidance and fills their free 

time with negative activities, it destroys their morale. A child should be supervised and 

guided by his parents; 

8) There is no place for children or youth to get counselling on morals. Places or moral 

education institutions are urgently needed at this time. If a child or youth feels anxious, 

confused, stressed, and in dire need of guidance. Because it is very dangerous when a child 

or youth makes an association and looks for momentary pleasure that will result in him 

being plunged into a very bad social environment; 

9) The influence of westernization the influence of western culture cannot be stopped 

anymore because of current globalization. Still, globalization is like two sides of a knife 

with a negative or positive impact. We should filter which of these cultures are compatible 

with eastern culture and which are not. If we accept all culture without filtering it, children 

can feel the consequences, namely attitudes, and behavior that do not heed morals; 

10) Parenting style the parenting style of parents today greatly influences the character of 

children. However, many parents are still not ready to be good parents. Become someone 

parents are educating and being an example for the child in attitude and behaviour. Parents 

are the child's first school in life. 
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Implementation of Moral Education at the Bahrul Ulum Tambakberas Islamic Boarding 

School, Jombang 

The millennial generation will always be connected to this sophisticated and modern 

era. Generation is a topic of conversation that always appears everywhere. The golden 

generation will become the nation's leader in the Republic of Indonesia at 100 (Illahi, 2020; 

Yarun & Khayati, 2018). However, as can be seen at this time, the morale of the nation's 

children has begun to fade, eroded by the times. The behavior of nation's children has begun to 

forget the values contained in Pancasila, which are none other than the guidelines for the life of 

the Indonesian nation in behaving and behaving in the nation and state. Thus, this nation should 

improve the morale of the millennial generation, which has begun to fade by implementing 

moral education from an early age. However, moral education is for the younger generation and 

everyone. Still, it is focused on the millennial generation, which is none other than the 

generation that determines where this nation will be taken. Moral in Islamic terminology is 

equated with "morals," In Indonesian, morals with morals mean the same thing, namely 

character or morality. Morality comes from "khulq," which means temperament, character, and 

customs. Morals are a character that exists in every individual and influence how he behaves 

(Abdul et al., 2020; Anwar, 2021). 

Moral education at this time was very important. Thus, moral education has been 

included in several subjects, such as religious, civic, and character education. However, more 

is needed; moral education is very important to be applied from an early age, not only when 

children enter school, but when children can understand what their parents teach, that is when 

to instill morals education from an early age. For some small things parents can do as first 

educators or children's first learning places, namely by teaching three magic words, namely 

sorry, thank you, and please, and teaching children to appreciate whatever they get, whether 

small or big and respect people (Aulia & Simanjuntak, 2022). People around him teach him to 

behave and behave well toward the environment. These small things can make a big impact on 

the next generation. Moral education must be by the noble values contained in Pancasila. 

Education c is coaching, training, teaching, and all things that are part of the human 

effort to improve intelligence and skills. Education is a series of activities and efforts to 

influence through meetings between adult humans (who are responsible/as educators) and 

immature children (santri). The former helps santri in the latter's efforts to reach maturity based 

on the world's possibilities together. (in the socio-cultural context) so both increase their 

maturity and independence toward a better and more prosperous life (H. Abdillah, 2022). 
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An educator is a person in charge of education. The main role of educators is as a model 

and direction in the learning process. Educators have an important role in shaping the morale 

of santri. However, national education is synonymous with the mere process of increasing 

abilities, skills, and intelligence. So that the learning orientation prioritises the process of 

mastering material and values rather than forming personality. As a result, the moral condition 

of santri is still concerning; this is evidenced by the behaviour of santri, who are not polite and 

does not respect older people or teachers. Therefore, a method of instilling morals is integrated 

into every elementary school subject (Nafisah et al., 2022; Setyawan, 2019). By integrating 

morals into each subject, it is expected to minimize the phenomenon of violence among santri. 

The strategy for implementing moral education is to foster children's attitudes, behavior, 

and character. Indicators of the success of this strategy will be seen in the children's daily 

interactions. The strategy for implementing moral education is exemplary, self-accustomed, 

rules and regulations, activities, and hobbies. The moral attitude education strategy is an 

approach or effort made to develop the behavior and character of children (Sobri, 2021; Washil 

& Firdausi, 2020). Indicators of the success of this strategy will be seen in the children's daily 

interactions. To support efforts to implement moral education, it is necessary to have programs 

and policies. It aims to realize the target that you want to achieve. The government in the field 

of education already has this and has implemented it in the family, school, and community 

environment. In this case, it is the moral development of children in a better direction. 

Islamic boarding schools are the oldest educational institutions in Indonesia in which 

there is a traditional or modern education which has contributed a lot to the development of 

Islamic education in this country. The community very much needs the existence of Islamic 

boarding schools because it is believed that Islamic boarding schools are places that produce 

many students to become good individuals and have high morals. 

The existence of Islamic boarding schools, especially at the Bahrul Ulum Islamic 

Boarding School, in the era of globalization, which is full of modernization, is very helpful in 

the course of the educational process, be it social or moral education, so that no doubt Islamic 

boarding schools become an important milestone in the level of morality of students in it Islamic 

boarding schools will produce young generations who have the form religious mentality and 

high potential so that they can compete in the modernization era as it is today. At present, the 

existence of pesantren as Islamic educational institutions are starting to develop rapidly and are 

very well accepted among society in general, so education in pesantren, previously only referred 

to as traditional education, is now starting to apply modern education. 
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Traditional education is applied by studying the yellow book, taught directly by the kiai. 

Traditional education cannot compete with the quality of modern education because, in terms 

of the infrastructure used, it is not very effective. However, the question now is why the results 

of traditional educational practice are very satisfactory; even students can compete in the 

modern world like now. It is all because of the teacher and students' belief, sincerity, and 

willingness. 

A santri can gain useful knowledge if he has high confidence and will in studying and 

prays for the teacher's blessings. The progress of the pesantren has not been spared from the 

struggles and prayers of the kiai who sincerely imparts his knowledge to his students. So 

indirectly, Islamic boarding school education is always covered by sincerity and blessings, 

which can produce extraordinary personal students. In addition, Islamic boarding schools can 

also give birth to students who have high morality because a student is certainly different from 

others in terms of appearance, attitude, and potential; all of that is due to the environment and 

education they take in the hostel. 

 

CONCLUSION 

Moral education is indeed very much applied in Islamic boarding schools, especially at 

the Bahrul Ulum Tambakberas Jombang Islamic Boarding School, which of course, is not only 

in the form of theory but also applies an important reference in creating a person who has good 

morals, besides that the existence of education in Islamic boarding schools teaches a lot about 

the meaning of good manners, which can later be applied in the community as a reference for 

dealing with an environment that has indeed been touched by modernization and westernization 

is. From some of the meanings of the word santri above, it reflects that Islamic boarding schools 

can accommodate and educate students properly because a true santri can have five conditions 

that become the foundation of his life. Moreover, besides prioritizing science and technology 

progress, they will also base it on faith and piety because both are equally necessary for social 

life. In reality, if you only prioritize one of the two, then it will not be balanced because the two 

have a very close relationship which will later help humans rise from the problems of this 

mirage life. It cannot be denied that the reality of life today is full of challenges and obstacles, 

and intense competition; the rise of westernization that has spread to many people's lives has 

had a negative impact, especially on young people. Therefore, a good education is very 

important to deal with this phenomenon, one of which is the existence of Islamic boarding 

schools around us which can give birth to individuals with high morality, courtesy, and good 
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morals, all of which are the hopes and achievements of moral education at the Bahrul Ulum 

Tambakberas Islamic Boarding School, Jombang. 
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